Change to Conservation Measure for the Arizona Bell’s vireo

Motion 14-003
PDD 14-002

On April 23, 2014, the Steering Committee approved Reclamation’s recommended changes to
conservation measure BEVIL1 to include cottonwood-willow I-11 habitats, specifically:

BEVI1—Create 2,983 acres of Arizona Bell’s vireo habitat. Of the 7,260 acres of created
cottonwood-willow and honey mesquite, at least 2,983 acres will be designed and created to
provide habitat for this species. Patches of created habitat will be designed and managed to
support cottonwood-willow types 1-1V and honey mesquite type 111 that provide habitat for this
species. The created habitat will be established in patches as large as possible. In addition to the
spatial replacement of affected habitat, the quality of created habitat will be substantially greater
than affected habitats. Patches of existing cottonwood-willow in the LCR MSCP planning area
typically include dense stands of saltcedar that support little vegetative diversity relative to the
cottonwood-willow land cover that will be created as habitat. Created habitat will be dominated
by native riparian trees (i.e., cottonwood and willow trees), support a tree structure
corresponding to structural types I-1V, support a diversity of plant species, and will be created to
the greatest extent practicable in patch sizes optimal for supporting the species. The design and
management criteria described in the conservation measures for the southwestern willow
flycatcher (Section 5.7.2) and yellow-billed cuckoo (Section 5.7.14) will ensure that created
cottonwood-willow stands in structural types I-1V will also provide other habitat requirements
for this species (e.g., habitat patch size, food requirements). In particular, the management of
moist surface soil, slow-moving water, or ponded water conditions and greater diversity of seral
stages of cottonwood-willow described in the conservation measures for the southwestern willow
flycatcher habitat will also provide these habitat requirements for this species. Created habitat,
thus, will approximate the condition of the native habitat of the species that was historically
present along the LCR.

(Moved by Perri Benemelis, seconded by Vicki Dee Bradshaw, and approved by consensus)



