
Yuma East Wetlands 
Yuma East Wetlands is a partnership among 
the Lower Colorado River Multi-Species 
Conservation Program (LCR MSCP), the 
Quechan Tribe, the city of Yuma, the Yuma 
Crossing National Heritage Area, and the 
Arizona Game and Fish Department. The 
conservation area is located near downtown 
Yuma, Arizona. 
In 2000, local groups came together to form a 
partnership to evaluate the potential restoration 
of a historic wetlands located within the 
Colorado River flood plain upstream of Prison 
Hill. The site presented numerous public safety 
concerns, and restoration was viewed as an opportunity to resolve these issues, beautify the riverfront, 
and provide habitat for wildlife species. Landowners, including the Quechan Tribe, the city of Yuma, 
and the Arizona Game and Fish Commission, agreed to undertake restoration of the area, which was 
completed over several years using funds from multiple sources. Cottonwood-willow, honey mesquite, 
and marsh habitat was created. In 2013, the LCR MSCP entered into an agreement with the Yuma East 
Wetlands partners to assist in the long-term operation, management, and monitoring of the conservation 
area for the benefit of LCR MSCP wildlife species. 
Cottonwood-Willow and Honey Mesquite. After removal of non-native vegetation, 183 acres of 
cottonwood-willow and 103 acres of honey mesquite habitat were planted. These habitats are being 
managed for LCR MSCP wildlife species. 
Marsh. After removal of non-native vegetation, portions of the site were excavated and planted to create 
94 acres of marsh, which is being managed to provide habitat for LCR MSCP wildlife species. 
Yuma East Wetlands is located along a major migration route for hundreds of species of birds. 
LCR MSCP wildlife species detected at Yuma East Wetlands include the Arizona Bell’s vireo, 
Gila woodpecker, gilded flicker, Sonoran yellow warbler, summer tanager, vermilion flycatcher, 
yellow-billed cuckoo, western least bittern, Yuma clapper rail, California leaf-nosed bat, western red 
bat, western yellow bat, and the Yuma hispid cotton rat. 
For more information and documentation about this activity, visit the LCR MSCP Web site at: 
www.lcrmscp.gov.  

http://www.lcrmscp.gov/


 
Revised December 2018 


