
 
 

Palo Verde Ecological Reserve 
The Palo Verde Ecological Reserve is a 
partnership between the Lower Colorado 
River Multi-Species Conservation Program 
(LCR MSCP) and the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife. The Palo 
Verde Ecological Reserve encompasses 
1,352 acres of land within the historic 
Colorado River flood plain near Blythe, 
California. Cottonwood- willow and honey 
mesquite habitat has been established and is 
being managed for LCR MSCP wildlife 
species. 
Cottonwood-Willow and Honey 
Mesquite. The LCR MSCP began 
transitioning the land from agricultural crops to riparian habitat in 2006. Each year, a portion of agricultural crops 
was taken out of production to develop the next phase of native habitat. The intent was to create as much native 
habitat as possible. Restoration of riparian habitat was completed in 2013. The result is 945 acres of cottonwood-
willow and 78 acres of honey mesquite habitat. Over 1.8 million native trees have been established on 1,023 acres. 
Water for flood irrigation, for both establishment and to create moist soil conditions during the breeding season, is 
ordered from the Palo Verde Irrigation District and delivered through existing concrete-lined canals. The 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife manages the remainder of the property for waterfowl and upland game 
birds. 

LCR MSCP wildlife species detected at the Palo Verde Ecological Reserve include the Arizona Bell’s 
vireo, Gila woodpecker, Sonoran yellow warbler, southwestern willow flycatcher, summer tanager, 
vermilion flycatcher, yellow-billed cuckoo, gilded flicker, California leaf-nosed bat, pale Townsend’s 
big-eared bat, western red bat, western yellow bat, MacNeill’s sootywing skipper, and the Colorado 
River cotton rat. 
For more information and documentation about this activity, visit the LCR MSCP Web site at: 
www.lcrmscp.gov. 

http://www.lcrmscp.gov/
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