Lower Colorado River
Multi-Species Conservation Program

Balancing Resource Use and Conservation

Parker Dam Camp

Parker Dam Camp is a partnership between the Lower Colorado
River Multi-Species Conservation Program (LCR MSCP)

and the Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation). The
conservation area was established in 2016 to protect and

create honey mesquite habitat in California. The 204-acre
conservation area is located adjacent to and within the security
zone of Parker Dam, which is located between the cities of
Lake Havasu City and Parker, Arizona.

Originally developed as employee housing for dam workers, the
construction of the Parker Dam Government Camp began in
1934 to facilitate construction of Parker Dam. Once established,
the property consisted of numerous residences and a school.
Many decades after completion of the dam, Reclamation
determined that the facility was no longer required for project
activities and began the process of disposing of the houses and other buildings offsite. Asphalt roads,
concrete sidewalks, and sparse landscaping are all that remain of the Government town. There is no
public access because the area is within the security zone of Parker Dam. The site is owned and
managed by Reclamation.

Honey Mesquite. Honey mesquite is establishing naturally and has created an 80-acre honey mesquite
bosque, which is being managed and monitored for LCR MSCP wildlife species. No additional honey
mesquite planting is planned at this time. Other native trees may be planted in the future if necessary.

The resulting vegetation mosaic is expected to provide suitable habitat for populations of the Arizona
Bell’s vireo and the vermilion flycatcher, as well as other resident and migrating bird species found
along the lower Colorado River. LCR MSCP wildlife species detected at Parker Dam Camp include the
Gila woodpecker.

For more information and documentation about this activity, visit the LCR MSCP Web site at:
www.lcrmscp.gov.



http://www.lcrmscp.gov/
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